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WAC 179-05-010  Authority.  The authority for this chapter is RCW 
28A.413.030 which authorizes the paraeducator board with the powers 
and duties to adopt rules for the effective and efficient implementa-
tion of chapter 28A.413 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 18-16-104, § 
179-05-010, filed 7/31/18, effective 8/31/18.]

WAC 179-05-020  Definitions.  (1) "Continuing education credit 
hours" as used in this title is defined in WAC 181-85-030.

(2) "Professional growth plan" as used in this title is defined 
as:

(a) Paraeducator individualized professional growth plan means 
the document which identifies the formalized learning opportunities 
and professional development activities that relate to the specific 
competencies, knowledge, skills and experiences needed to meet the 
standards of a specific paraeducator certificate.

(b) Only one professional growth plan may be completed each year. 
Professional growth plans will be completed during the period begin-
ning July 1st of one year and ending June 30th of the following year. 
Completion of the professional growth plan will include review by the 
professional growth team, as defined in subsection (3) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Paraeducators who complete an annual professional growth plan 
to attain or renew their certificate shall receive the equivalent of 
twenty-five continuing education credit hours.

(3) "Professional growth team" as used in this title is defined 
as a team comprised of the individual completing a professional growth 
plan for renewing or attaining a certificate and a minimum of one col-
league, who holds a paraeducator certificate or a Washington state ed-
ucator certificate as described in Title 181 WAC, chosen by the indi-
vidual.

(4) "Certificate renewal" means that process whereby the validity 
of a certificate, subject to expiration, is extended.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 19-05-028, § 
179-05-020, filed 2/12/19, effective 3/15/19; WSR 18-16-104, § 
179-05-020, filed 7/31/18, effective 8/31/18.]

WAC 179-05-025  Start date of the paraeducator certificate pro-
gram.  (1) Beginning July 1, 2019, districts, or providers, may train 
educators on the paraeducator certificate program. Training completed 
before July 1, 2019, will not count towards completing continuing edu-
cation credit hours of the paraeducator certificate program.
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(2) The general paraeducator certificate may be attained with 
continuing education credit hours that were completed on or after July 
1, 2019, and within five years prior to the date of application.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 20-06-020, § 
179-05-025, filed 2/21/20, effective 3/23/20.]

WAC 179-05-030  Paraeducator certificate renewal.  (1) Individu-
als who hold paraeducator certificates have the following options for 
renewal:

(a) For the subject matter certificates described in chapters 
179-13 and 179-15 WAC, candidates must complete twenty continuing edu-
cation credit hours during the validity period of the certificate.

(b) For the advanced paraeducator certificate described in chap-
ter 179-17 WAC, candidates must complete thirty continuing education 
credit hours during the validity period of the certificate.

(2) Application for renewal shall not be submitted earlier than 
twelve months prior to the expiration date of the current renewal.

(3) Expired certificates may be renewed with completion of re-
quired continuing education credit hours as stated in subsection (1) 
of this section within the previous five years from the date of the 
renewal application.

(4) An expired certificate may be renewed for an additional five-
year period by presenting evidence to the superintendent of public in-
struction of completing the continuing education credit hour require-
ment within the five years prior to the date of the renewal applica-
tion.

(5) Individuals who hold a certificate as described in Title 181 
WAC may renew a paraeducator certificate, with the exception of:

(a) Undated residency certificates; and
(b) Limited certificates as described in WAC 181-77-014 and 

181-79A-231.
(6) For educators holding multiple certificates in this title, 

continuing education credit hours completed to renew one certificate 
may be used towards meeting the renewal requirements for all paraedu-
cator certificates held by an individual.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 19-05-028, § 
179-05-030, filed 2/12/19, effective 3/15/19.]

WAC 179-05-040  Requirements for attaining a paraeducator certif-
icate for a holder of a valid educational certificate pursuant to WAC 
181-79A-140.  (1) Requirements for an individual holding a valid edu-
cational certificate pursuant to WAC 181-79A-140:

(a) The purpose of this section is to clarify the requirements 
for individuals holding a valid educational certificate pursuant to 
WAC 181-79A-140, with the exception of: Educators who only hold limi-
ted certificates, as described in chapter 181-77 WAC and WAC 
181-79A-231, must meet the requirements of the paraeducator certifi-
cate program as outlined in this title.

(b) Educators who do not hold a valid educational certificate 
pursuant to WAC 181-79A-140 must meet the requirements of the paraedu-
cator certificate program as described in this title.

(2) Individuals must meet the paraeducator minimum employment re-
quirements, as defined in chapter 179-03 WAC.
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(3) Individuals must complete the fundamental course of study, as 
described in chapter 179-09 WAC.

(4) Individuals who hold a valid educational certificate pursuant 
to WAC 181-79A-140 and have completed the fundamental course of study, 
as described in chapter 179-09 WAC, are considered to have met the re-
quirement for seventy continuing education credit hours for the gener-
al paraeducator certificate as described in chapter 179-11 WAC.

Individuals shall be responsible for completing filing require-
ments with the superintendent of public instruction, in accordance 
with WAC 179-01-020.

(5) Individuals who hold one of the following endorsements, as 
described in WAC 181-82A-202, meet the requirements to attain the sub-
ject matter certificates as described in chapters 179-13 and 179-15 
WAC:

(a) English language learner and/or bilingual, meet the require-
ments to attain the English language learner subject matter certifi-
cate as described in chapter 179-13 WAC;

(b) Special education and/or early childhood special education, 
meet the requirements to attain the special education subject matter 
certificate as described in chapter 179-15 WAC;

(c) Individuals shall be responsible for completing filing re-
quirements with the superintendent of public instruction, in accord-
ance with WAC 179-01-020, the attainment of the subject matter certif-
icate.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 19-05-028, § 
179-05-040, filed 2/12/19, effective 3/15/19.]
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